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Ark-La-Miss Division Qualifier

The Caddo Magnet Alumni Fencers and Friends present the divisional qualifier and
championship which will be held at Caddo Magnet High School gym on April 23-24,
2005. More information is included within this newsletter and registration is available
on line at www.almdiv.org as well as www.askfred.net or by US mail, email, fax or
telephone.

Ark-La-Miss Division Annual Meeting

The annual business meeting for our division will take place on Saturday, April 23, at
the conclusion of fencing. The agenda is as follows:
I Call to Order
Il Old Business
A. Reading of the minutes
B. Reading of the Treasurer's Report
C. Report from the Divisional Circuit Chair
D. Report on status of 2004 Gathering
M. New Business
A. Elimination of the ALM Division Circuit and Divisional Point Standings
B. Proposed Bylaws Amendment #1: “To amend Article IV of the ALM
Bylaws to add to the duties of the Chair to appoint a designee, named
ALM Division Bout Committee Representative, who shall be present —
or his representative -- to serve on the Bout Committee at all
sanctioned division events. The duties of this designee are to ascertain
that all USFA rules are followed and to report violations to the Chair.
C. Open Floor for New Business
D. Election of 2005-2006 Officers and general assembly representatives
V. Close and Adjournment

Proxy forms are available online and included in the division material in this newsletter.

NATIONAL MEDAL FOR ALM

For the last 10 years, the ALM has boasted at least one national medal per year.
The most recent run began at Summer Nationals 2001, where Evelyn Scarborough
started her national medal collection with a bronze in Div 3 Women’s Epee. She took
another bronze in the Div 2 in Sandy Utah. At the same tournament, Lowery Rogers
scored a national medal with her 6™ place in Div 3 Sabre. Jack Harkey grabbed 7™
place in the Div 3 Men’s Foil in Reno, NV. Scarborough finished out the year of
medals with her 7™ place finish in the Junior Women’s Epee at Summer Nationals in
Greenville.

The 2002-2003 season saw Dorothy Hubbard’s impressive bronze at the Junior
NAC in Greenville. Then, after qualifying to fence the World, a hand injury sidelined
Scarborough from the Junior World Team and the rest of the season.

Last season the division celebrated its first international medal as Scarborough
added yet another bronze to her collection from the Junior World in Louisville. Shortly
following was Dorothy Hubbard’s 8" place finish at Junior Olympics. With Harkey,
Hubbard, Rogers, and Scarborough all aging out of Junior and classing out of Div 2, it
looked as though our division would have a season without medals until this month in
(MEDAL ...story continued on back page)
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(MEDAL... cont’d from front page)

Denver when Catherine Vanderloos made an impressive
7™ place finish in the Combined Veteran Women’s Epee.
This finish puts her in contention for the Vet-50 Women’s
Epee Team which will compete in the Veteran World
Championship in Tampa Florida this fall.
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Vanderloos is coached by daughter, Evelyn Scarborough!

There is one more national tournament to gain another
medal and possibly a World Team member! Good luck to
all our competitors and especially..

GOOD LUCK, CATHERINE!!

Ark-La-Miss Events

April — Mon/Wed 6-7 pm Junior Practice (Sword Sports)
April — Tues/Thur 6-8 pm Elite/High Performance practice
(Sword Sports)

April 23-24 — ALM Division Quals — Shreveport, LA

June 13-18 — Fencing Camp — Sword Sports

Regional Events

April 30-May 1 — DeGall Memorial — Dallas Texas

May 14-15 — SWS Championships — Dallas, TX

May 21-22 — Battle on the Bayou (team) — Houston, TX
May 28-29 — Super Youth Circuit — Overland Park, KS
June 4-5 — Crown of Texas - Amarillo, TX

July 23-24 Games of Texas, Waco, TX

National Events

May 26 — DEADLINE — Summer Nationals Entry
June 17-19 - World Cup, Las Vegas

July 1-10 — Summer Nationals, Sacramento, CA
Sept. 2-4, World Vet Champs — Tampa, FL

MAKE IT EASY ON YOURSELF!
If you want to get the latest division information such as
last minute tournament updates, go to www.almdiv.org
and sign up for the free ALM Yahoo group. One click and
you can receive as well as send messages. You do need a
free Yahoo email address, but the list is private.
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OTHER IMPORANT NOTICES:

CMAFF is proud to announce a new website dedicated totally to Rose Condon and the tournament that honors her
memory. Please check out the new website launched this month: www.fencetherose.com It will contain past
tournament results including pools and direct elimination tables as well as photos and other memories. It is currently
still largely under construction.

Please print a copy of the waiver/informed consent page from the forms area of the website. This will be a
standard form for all 2005-2006 ALM sanctioned tournaments. If you copy it, fill it out minus the date, you will have a
template to copy for each tournament, saving you much time. Since minors are not allowed to enter into legal
agreements, all official documents must be signed by a parents or legal guardian of any fencer younger than 18 years.

Other helpful documents can be located on the Ark-La-Miss Division website. Please take time to browse the
Documents and Forms and join the Yahoo!! Group so you can stay informed.

Information about the review of the Gathering and future sanctioning:

Due to the fact that Brad Kroeker was not a USFA member and a fencer was of inappropriate age the ALM
executive board decided to decline the sanctioning of men’s epee and sabre. The following events of the 2004
Gathering were sanctioned by the Ark-La-Miss Division Executive Committee:

e Open Women’s Foil,

e Open Women’sEpee

e Open Women’sSabre

e Open Men’s Foll.
A full response and summary review of the decision is posted on the Ark-La-Miss Division web site which may be
found under the Ark-La-Miss Minutes and Reports for 2005.

Proxy form for 2005 Ark-La-Miss Division, USFA Annual Meeting

All proxies must be presented to the Division Secretary for verification by 1:00 p.m. on April 23rd, 2005.

[, (print name) , an eligible voting member of the

Ark-La-Miss Division, USFA, do hereby assign my proxy for the 2005 ALM Division Annual Meeting to
(print name) , also an eligible voting member of the
Ark-La-Miss Division, USFA.

Signature

Date
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Division of the USFA

Division Qualifer
April 23-24, 2005

Venue: Caddo Magnet High School
1601 Viking Drive
Shreveport, LA 71101

PRE-REGISTER NOW FOR BEST PRICE! (www.askfred.net)

First Event: $20.00
Additional Event: $10.00
Team Event: $30.00

FEES WILL TRIPLE AFTER APRIL 21°
FEES WILL DOUBLE AFTER 5:00 P.M. April 8"

You may pre-register on-line, e-mail or fax your pre-registration and pay at the door.

Schedule of Events

Events will begin as soon as strips are available after close.

Saturday Sunday
8.00 | Open Men’s Epee 9:00 | Open Men’s Foil
9:00 U14 Men's Sabre | 10:00 U16 Men’s Sabre
9:30 U16 Women’s Foil | 10:30 U4 Women’s Sabre
10:30 Ul4 Men'’s Epee | 10:30 Ut4 Women’s Foil
11:00 | Open Women’s Epee 11:30 U16 Men's Foil
1:00 U14 Women's Epee | 12:00 U16 Women'’s Epee
1:00 U14 Men’s Foil 1:00 Open Women’s Foil
1:30 | Open Women’s Sabre 2:00 U16 Men’s Epee
1:30 | Open Men’s Sabre 4:30 Open Team Men’s Foil
2:30 U16 Women’s Sabre 4:30 Open Team Men’s Sabre
4:30 Open Team Women’s Sabre 4:30 Open Team Women'’s Epee
4:30 Open Team Men’s Epee 4:30 Open Team Women'’s Foil

All fencers must be current competitive (i.e., Junior, Life, Senior, Veteran) members of the USFA and citizens or
permanent residents of the United States. Fencers may join the USFA at Divisionals, if pre-registering please bring
your completed USFA membership form with you. USFA cards must be presented at check-in if you do not appear on
or if your classification is different from the Current Members List online. Fencers under 18 must have a waiver
signed by parents. Waiver may be downloaded from the website and signed by parents prior to the tournament.
Coaches’ signature is not valid and will NOT be accepted.
You may also mail your registration information to:
ALM Divisional 10000 Chase Island Shreveport, La. 7118
Fax to: 3186-424-4737 ATTN: Terry Harkey or call (318) 458-3779
DIVISION/SECTION/SUMMER NATIONAL QUALIFYING COMPETITIONS AGE RESTRICTIONS

CATEGORY DivI/DivII -III | VETERAN | JUNIOR | CADET | YOUTH 14 |YOUTH 12 | YOUTH 10
BIRTH YEARS <1992 <1964 1986-1992 11989-1992| 1990-1993 | 1992-1995 | 1994-1997




Team Information: Teams must be made up of individuals in the same primary club who have represented this club at least one
time in competition during the current season. This one time could include the same day on which the team event occurs.
Individuals do not qualify for teams, clubs qualify for teams with the potential for individual fencers who represent the club at
nationals to be completely different from those who represent the club at the qualifier. Five clubs are allowed to qualify without
fencing, therefore, if less than 6 clubs compete, all qualify and no fencing will occur. To help defray tournament expenses, no
trophies will be given to non-contested events. Team events are seeded according to how that fencer finished in the open event of
the same weapon. No division patches are given for team events, but will be awarded for non-contested individual events. For
further information, please check the complete rules for qualifiers in the electronic news sent to each USFA member or the
confirmation materials included with registration for national events, or contact the division secretary

Qualifying Information for the 2005 Summer National Championships
There are NO alternates for any competition at the USFA Summer Nationals Championship tournament.
Classifications can be awarded at a Division/Section Summer Nationals qualifying competitions and must be noted on the qualifying report
form. Cadet and Y 14 events must be C1 or greater for a classification to be awarded. The USFA office will verify eligibility, membership, and
the accuracy in determining the number of qualifiers in each event.
Athletes are permitted to fence in their Division/Section qualifying competitions only IF:
1) The athlete is a U.S. citizen OR permanent resident of the United States and a current competitive member of the USFA And
2) The athlete's birth year falls in that age bracket OR
3) The athlete is on the national rolling point standings in the next younger age bracket.
a.  Example: For a fencer, born 1993, to be eligible to fence in the Division’s Cadet qualifying competition, the fencer must be
listed on the current Youth 14 point standings. Current is defined as the point standings at the time of the qualifying competition.
b. Example: For a fencer, born 1993, to be eligible to fence in the Section Junior qualifying competition the fencer must be listed on
the current Cadet point standings. Current is defined as the point standings at the time of the qualifying competitions.

SUMMER NATIONALS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Fencers must be U.S. citizens OR permanent residents of the United States and current competitive members of the USFA who MUST
meet qualification standards specified for each category to enter the USFA Summer Nationals Championships.

Any fencer who is not a citizen or is a permanent resident who has represented another country in the last three years and who has not yet
been granted permission to represent the USA is not eligible for any USFA National Championship competition, individual or team,
including Division and Section qualifying competitions. A foreign fencer who is in the US on a visa is NOT eligible to fence in any
National Championships, individual or team, or associated Division or Section qualifying competitions. On the USFA membership list and
membership card a foreign fencer is designated with an asterisk after their first name (*). If you have conflicting information about
whether a fencer is foreign, contact the USFA at (719) 866-4511 ext. 2.

Fencers must have a USFA “Competitive Member” card with an expiration date of 7/31/05 or later. Automatic qualifiers will be posted
on the USFA Web site and updated periodically.

NRPS stands for National Rolling Point Standings, which can be viewed on the US Fencing website.

In determining the number of qualifiers, the number of competitors is the total number of fencers who competed in the qualifying
competition who are eligible to fence in the Championships. Once the number of qualifiers is determined, those who have already
qualified to the Championships in that event (athletes determined to be automatic qualifiers) are skipped in determining those who
have become qualifiers in that competition. For example, if there are 20 competitors in the qualifying competition, of which four have
already qualified for that particular championships event, those four are skipped in determining the five qualifiers from that
C(l)qmpﬂ(‘ztittikf)n. Eximple: If the ones who have already qualified are 1, 3, 6", and 7™, then the qualifiers are those who have placed 2™,
4™ 5™ 8™ and 9™
TABLE 2-2: NUMBER OF QUALIFIERS FOR SUMMER NATIONALS CHAMPIONSHIPS

# 1 | 2 |3-12 |13-16]17-20|21-24|25-28|29-32|33-36|37-40|41-44|45-48
Competitors
# Qualifiers | 1 | 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 12
(BOD, 10/03)
DIVISION I-A Fencers must be born no later that 1992 AND

e DPlace in the top 25% (with a minimum of 8) at the 2005 Senior Section Championships OR

Placed in top 8 at the 2004 Division I-A National Championship OR
Placed in top 4 at the 2004 Division II National Championships OR
Be the current 2005 Under - 19 Section Champion

UNDER-19 Fencers must be born between 1986 and 1992** AND
CHAMPIONSHIPS
. Place in the top 25% at the 2005 Under-19 Section Championships OR
e  Be on the Junior (Under —19) point standings as of May 1, 2005 OR
e  Bein the top 16 of the Cadet (Under — 16) point standings as of May 1, 2005



DIVISION 11 Fencers must have a classification in the weapon of “C”, “D”, “E”, or Unclassified
CHAMPIONSHIPS  at the time of the qualifying competition AND born no later than 1992 AND —

Place in the top 25% of the 2005 Division Qualifying competition OR
Qualify for Division I-A National Championships OR

Qualify for the 2005 Under — 19 National Championships in that weapon OR
Qualify for the 2005 Under — 16 National Championships in that weapon OR
Placed in the top 4 at the 2004 Division III National Championships

DIVISION III Fencers must have a classification in the weapon of “D”, “E”, or Unclassified at the
CHAMPIONSHIPS time of the qualifying competition AND have been born no later than 1992 AND —

. Qualify for Division II

Place in the top 25% of the total number of “D, “E” or “U” fencers competing in the 2005 Division’s Division
II Qualifying competition (when Division II and Division III qualifying competition is held together) OR

If separate Division III qualifying competition is held by the Division, then the top 25% of the field will
qualify for Division III National Championships OR

Qualify for Division I-A National Championships in that weapon OR

Qualify for the 2005 Under — 19 National Championships in that weapon OR

Qualify for the 2005 Under — 16 National Championships in that weapon

UNDER-16 Fencers must be born between 1989 and 1992** AND
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Be on the Cadet point standings as of May 1, 2005 OR

Place in the top 25% of the Division’s U — 16 qualifying competition OR

By Board action, any fencer who has qualified for the Under-19 National Championships becomes an
automatic qualifier for the Under-16 Championships (BOD, 10/04) OR

Be in the Top 8 of the Youth 14 point standings as of May 1, 2005

YOUTH 14 Fencers must have been born between 1990 and 1993** AND
CHAMPIONSHIPS

e  Beon the Youth 14 point standings as of May 30, 2005 OR
. Place in the top 25% of the Division Youth 14 Qualifying competition
YOUTH 12 OPEN  Fencers born between 1992 and 1995** AND

e  Fenced in one Regional Youth Circuit or one Super Youth Circuit or NAC Youth in the 2004-2005 season in
the age and weapon category (categories) in which the athlete requests entry acceptance OR
e  Beon the Youth 12 point standings as of May 30, 2005

. Fencer must state on the Summer Nationals Entry Form the competition(s) at which he or she fulfilled
the requirement. Failure to do so will be basis for rejection of the entry. *

YOUTH 10 OPEN  Fencers born between 1994 and 1997 AND

e  Fenced in one Regional Youth Circuit or one Super Youth Circuit or NAC Youth in the 2004-2005 season in
the age and weapon category (categories) in which the athlete requests entry acceptance OR
e  Be on the Youth 10 point standings as of May 30, 2005

*  Fencer must state on the Summer Nationals Entry Form the competition(s) at which he or she fulfilled the requirement. Failure to do so will
be basis for rejection of the entry. *

VETERAN Any current competitive member born 1964 or earlier who has competed in
e 2005 Section Championships OR
e 2005 Division qualifying competition for Division II and/or Division III Championships {only those with a
“C” classification or lower (D, E, or U) may compete} OR
e Any NAC During the 2004-2005 season
e  Fencer must state on the entry the competition by which he or she complied with qualification criteria. Failure
to do so will be basis for rejection of entry.

TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS
H# Clubs 2 3 4to5 6to10 More than 10
Hof Qualifiers 2 3 4 5 6




Based on the number of different USFA Member Clubs represented at each of the 2005 Division’s Division I
Team, Senior Team, and Under — 19 Team qualifying competitions.

Same qualification requirements for each of the three categories of Team Championships: Junior Team,
Division I Team and Senior Team

Members of the Senior or Division I Team must be born no later than 1992

Members of the Under — 19 Team must be born between 1986 and 1992.

ELITE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
DIVISION I Fencers must be born no later than 1991 AND
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Be on the National Senior point standings on May 1, 2005 OR
Be in the top 8 of the Junior (U-19) point standings on May 1, 2005 OR
Be in the top 4 of the Cadet (U-16) point standings on May 1, 2005 OR
Placed in the top 8 in the 2004 Division I-A National Championships OR
Placed in the top 4 in the 2004 Division II National Championships OR
In men’s epee and women’s epee — be one of three athletes named by the U.S. Modern Pentathlon Association

**Athletes are permitted to fence in their Division or Section Qualifying competitions for the Summer Nationals IF:
e  The athlete’s birth year falls in that age bracket OR
. The athlete is on the national rolling point standings in the next younger age bracket

United States Fencing Association
National Championship Appeal Procedure
In exceptional cases, subject to approval by the USFA Executive Committee, a member of the USFA in good standing may be
permitted to qualify to the Summer Nationals Championships or Summer National Championships by appeal. No petition may contravene the
results of a qualifying competition — a fencer who has fenced in the competition without withdrawing due to valid medical reasons cannot then
petition to disregard or override those results.
The following criteria and procedures are applicable to filing an appeal.
e  An appeal may be filed by a fencer who qualified (by means of competition or appeal) to that same
competition in the prior season or whose competitive record during the current fencing season indicates a strong possibility
that (s)he would have qualified had (s)he been able to compete in the qualifying competition but:

1. Was unable to compete in the qualifying competitions this season, OR

2. Did compete and had to withdraw because of a disabling injury or illness.

(Note: Mere attendance at an out-of-town school during the qualifying competition shall not constitute inability to compete.)

All appeals must be made in writing to the Director of National Events, USFA National Office, 1 Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs, CO
80909-5774. Such appeals are to be filed within five business days following the competition at which the petitioner could have
qualified.

e  Relief from this deadline will be granted only when the specific qualifying competition is held less than two weeks
prior to the entry deadline. Under no circumstances will petitions be accepted if received after the entry deadline for the
Championships.

The appeal must be accompanied by:

1. A non-refundable fee of $30.00, payable to the USFA.

2. A written statement that gives the specific details of the dates, reason for absence or withdrawal, and other pertinent
facts. Written notice from the attending physician and/or statement from the Bout Committee must substantiate any
medical reasons if the medical reason required withdrawal from the qualifying competition.

3. A summary of the fencer's significant competitive results during the past year. In particular, results in previous
National Championships and recent North American Cup competitions should be noted.

4. Evidence that a copy of the petition has been submitted to the Chair or Secretary of the Division or Section that hosted
the qualifying competition. If the basis for the petition does not correspond with information available to the Division
or Section officer, then the USFA expects the officer to so notify the national office in writing. —

5. A completed entry form for the competition with the correct registration and entry fees. If the petition is not
approved, these fees associated with the entry will be refunded.

6. A self-addressed, stamped envelope/or fax back sheet for reply to the appeal if athlete does not have a current e-mail
address; otherwise responses to the appeal will be made by e-mail.

Petitions that do not meet these requirements will not be considered.

Decisions on petitions will be based upon the validity of reasons given for absence or withdrawal and the probability that the fencer
would have qualified had (s) he competed in the qualifying competition to its conclusion, based on results achieved in other
competitions.

The appropriate Division and/or Section Officer will be notified by the Director of National Events of submission of appeals from
athletes from that Division or Section, depending on specific competition for which appeal is being filed. The officer can then file a
statement recommending denial of appeal and reasons thereto. Otherwise, it will be assumed the officer has no objection to approval
of appeal.

If a fencer is permitted to enter a National Championship competition by this appeal procedure, the fencer’s entry will in no way affect
the number of qualifiers from the Division or Section involved.



Appeal Checklist (Additional documentation may be requested by the USFA)

Non-refundable petition fee of $30.00
Letter from the athlete outlining the reason for the appeal with a summary of significant competition results during the last
year
Copy of the letter sent to a Division/Section Officer notifying them of the Appeal
Letter from a physician if the petition is for medical reasons (if needed)
Letter from the Bout Committee Chair if a medical withdrawal occurred during the qualifier (if needed)
A self-addressed stamped envelope, email address or fax back sheet for reply to the appeal
Appeal submitted within five business days of the qualifier
Championship Entry form and payment
If your petition is incomplete, it will be returned to you unprocessed.
The 2005 USFA Summer National Championships will be held July 1-10, 2005 at the Sacramento Convention Center in Sacramento, CA
HOTEL: For All USFA Hotel Reservations:

Contact Tournament Housing Services (THS) The Official Housing Company of US Fencing

ooo0o00 OO

Reservations by Phone: 888-536-TEAM (8326)
Reservations Online: www.thsweb.com
VENUE: Sacramento Convention Center
Rental Car: Avis Worldwide Discount (AWD) Number is B740999.

Reservations: 1-800-331-1600
Airline reservations:  United Olympic Desk: (800) 841-0460 Guide Travel: (800) 836-6072
You must be a US citizen or permanent resident who is eligible to represent the United States at international competitions. If you have
represented another country in international competitions and have not received approval from the FIE to represent the United States, you are
NOT eligible to fence in any USFA National Championships.You must submit your entry using the official Summer National Championships
Entry Form, a copy of which will be posted on the USFA web site. The list of automatic qualifiers will be posted on the USFA web site.

Fencers may enter only one competition per day. If the fencer fails to report when called for a bout, the fencer is excluded from the
competition.

U.S. FENCING TOURNAMENT INFORMATION
Division I National Championships - Summer National Championships
Sacramento, CA —July 1-10, 2005

Date M. Epée M. Foil M. Sabre W. Epée W. Foil W. Sabre
Friday, Youth 14 ulé6 U19 Youth 14 U19 Youth 10
July 1 Wheelchair Wheelchair Ule
Saturday, Division | u19 Wheelchair ule Youth 14 Division |
July 2 Youth 10 U19 Team Wheelchair U19 Team Youth 12
Sunday, Youth 12 Wheelchair Division I ul9 Ule Youth 14
July 3 Division I Team Youth 14 Youth 10 Youth 12 Division I Team
U19 Team
Monday, ulé6 Division I ulé6 Youth 10 Youth 12 U19
July 4 Youth 12 U19 Team Division I
Division I Team
Tuesday, uUl19 Division III Youth 14 Division I Youth 10 U19 Team
July 5 Youth 10 Youth 12 Division I Team
Division I Team
Wednesday, Division III Division IA Division II Division III Division II Division IA
July 6 U19 Team Division I Team Vet 40/50/60
Thursday, Division IA Division 11 Division IA Division II Division IA
July 7 Vet 40/50/60 Vet 40/50/60
Friday, Vet 40/50/60 Senior Team Division III Vet 40/50/60 Division III Division II
July 8
Saturday, Division 11 Senior Team Division IA Senior Team Division III
July 9
Sunday, Senior Team Vet 40/50/60 Senior Team Senior Team
July 10
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